
FREEDOM OF SPEECH: FAMOUS QUOTES 
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” — First 
Amendment, United States Constitution 
 
“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers.” — Article 19, Universal Declaration Of Human 
Rights 
 
“...the freedom of Speech may be taken away — and, dumb & silent we may be led, like sheep, 
to the Slaughter.” — George Washington  
 
“To suppress free speech is a double wrong. It violates the rights of the hearer as well as those 
of the speaker.” — Frederick Douglass 
 
“There ought to exist the fullest liberty of professing and discussing, as a matter of ethical 
conviction, any doctrine, however immoral it may be considered.” — John Stuart Mill, On Liberty 
 
“The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man falsely shouting fire in a 
theater and causing a panic.” — Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Schenck v. United States 
 
“If we extend unlimited tolerance even to those who are intolerant, if we are not prepared to 
defend a tolerant society against the onslaught of the intolerant, then the tolerant will be 
destroyed, and tolerance with them.” — Karl Popper, The Open Society And Its Enemies 
 
“It seems contradictory to extend freedom of speech to extremists who [would] ruthlessly 
suppress the speech of those with whom they disagree.” — M. Rosenfeld, Harvard Law Review 
 
“Some things are better left unsaid.” — Daryl Hall, Hall & Oates 
 
“Everybody believes in free speech until you start questioning them about it.” — Larry Flynt 
 
“Foreclosing access to social media altogether thus prevents users from engaging in the 
legitimate exercise of First Amendment rights.” — Justice Anthony Kennedy, Packingham v. 
North Carolina 
 
“I disagree with what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.” — SG Tallentyre 
paraphrasing Voltaire 


