Joshua
For 7th grade cell groups
Main point: Trust the Lord to Face Challenges
Overview

· The book of Joshua is about God fulfilling his promise by giving the Promised Land to Israel. It is the heroic story of the conquest and distribution of the Land. The theme is “be devoted to God because of his great faithfulness.” We felt this would be a great series do as the new 6th graders start coming.  It is difficult for students as young as seventh grade to take an active stance in serving the younger incoming class.  Seeing God’s challenge to his people to take the land against all earthly odds can equip them to face challenges effectively.
· Below is a series overview followed by rough outlines of the teachings to get you started.

· Check out David Malick’s paper on the argument of Joshua. He is a professor at Dallas Theological Seminary. It should help you get the big picture of how the book is organized. http://bible.org/article/argument-book-joshua 
Rough outlines

1. Strong and courageous (Joshua 1)
· Main point: Be strong and courageous (1:6, 9)
· 1. Because God keeps his Word (v. 3)
· 2. Because God leads you to greatness (v. 3-4)

· 3. Because God is with you (v. 5)

· [Explain connection to the Gospel for any above 3 points]

· Antithesis: Be weak and afraid; mistrusting God’s faithfulness
· Their parents were weak and afraid- follow their example or follow God?
· Being controlled by your fears
· Historical Situation (very important for understanding the application):  God gives the Israelites the land of Canaan... but it’s full of evil cities, armies, and giants!  There is no way the Israelites could take on this crowd on their own.  If God isn’t helping them, they are toast.

· Application IDEAS

· Come up with examples of opportunities for your students in particular to be courageous—or ask and have them come up with opportunities (as long as you camp out on a few and make them specific).
2. Unlikely Hero: Rahab (Joshua 2)

· Main point: God uses sinners!
· Past mistakes- being a prostitute (2:1)
· Change your mind to trust God in the present (2:4-11)

· Belief AND action!

· See God come through in the future! (2:12-14)

· [God forgives (Gospel) and then offers to use us for amazing things!]

· Be kind to God’s people (2:12)

· Antithesis: Saying you trust God but not acting; thinking you are worthless
· Application IDEAS

· Reach out to really lost people

· Expect God to come through! (think of specific examples/promises of scripture relevant to your cell group) 
3. Get your feet wet (Joshua 3-4)

· Main point: Take Scary Steps of Faith (3:8)
· Narrate the story (it’s a great story!!!)
· God may be calling you to something you’ve never done before (3:4)

· When you step out for God, he backs you up and lets everyone know you did the right thing (3:7, see Psalm 37:5)

· Act on what you know, not what you feel! (3:13)

· Explain facts-faith-feelings train (faith follows facts, our feelings follow after)

· [Gospel is like this- don’t have to feel forgiven to know that the Blood of Christ is good enough to cover you!]
· Remember the times that God has come through for you (good discussion question) (4:21-24)

· Antithesis: never taking new steps, always just acting on our emotions
· Application IDEAS

· Get your feet wet – attempt something big for God and trust that God will provide
4. Conquering Jericho (Joshua 5:13-6:27)

· Main point: Do it God’s way and win! (6:16)
· Narrate story and make it exciting!

· Fight battles where God promises victory (6:2)

· Sometimes God’s ways seem strange to us- reflect on why that would be... (6:4-6)

· The payoff for trusting God is incredible!  You will be so glad you did it God’s way! (6:20-21)

· [Especially for first decision to receive Christ!]
· Antithesis: 
· moral compromise to get good things (mention defeat at Ai in next chapter) rather than trusting God; only doing what seems reasonable to you—we have an unreasonably big God!
· Historical Background- Address problem passage if you think your students can get it and handle it.  Stumbling passage!  Kill everyone—women, elderly, kids?  Make a case for God’s judgment of evil cities (see Chapter 8: “The Abominations of the Heathen” from John Wenham’s book, The Goodness of God) and his consideration of the individuals in the city, especially the children.  Emphasize eternal perspective.

· Application IDEAS

· Trust God in little ways to prepare for big battles (come up with examples relevant to your cell)
· Obey God when it doesn’t make sense to you (come up with examples relevant to your cell)
· Confess sin, tell the truth when it cost a lot, submit to parents’ authority, etc.
5. Looking Back on a Life Well Lived (Joshua 23-24)
· Main Point: Be in it for the long haul (23:3)

· Build up the idea that you will look back on how you lived your whole life...

· The agony of having wasted it on temporary things!

· The incredible joy of having spent it on things that matter!

· A life well lived...
· Makes a huge impact! (23:4; 24:11-13)

· Encourages others (23:6-9)

· Remembers that God is the strong one, not me (23:9)

· Remembers God’s promises (23:14-16)

· (Different promises for us now—Old Covenant promises required obedience, New Covenant is established on Blood of Christ.  We need to remember the specific promises God made us!)

· Requires a decision: who will you serve? (24:15-24)

· Antithesis- wasting your life: we think of someone wasting their life if they always tried to become rich or famous and never made it... but even if they did make it that’s a wasted life compared to impacting eternity!  Becoming president, a famous singer, an NBA player, a hot model—all a waste of time compared to changing eternity. 

· Application IDEAS

· Big decisions you can make that will turn your heart toward spiritual vs. worldly things—e.g. there is a sport that takes you out of fellowship... but you think you could go pro!  That guy is bad news and thinks believing in God is stupid... but all the other girls will be jealous and think I’m so cool if I date him!
· Get used to facing challenges—see them as training for your life of serving God
